
 
Dear friends, 
 
Thank you for supporting nurses at Wilkes-Barre General by signing a postcard to 

Community Health Systems' CEO Wayne Smith. As our union moves forward with 

contract negotiations in an attempt to address staffing at our hospital, we invite you to 

attend our special event this Monday, January 7th at the Luzerne County 

Courthouse rotunda from 6PM-8PM. Please also share this Facebook event. (200 

N. River St, Wilkes-Barre PA 18711) 
 

Nurses from Lackawanna and Luzerne counties will be presenting "The State of 

Our NEPA Hospitals" for the public and detailing their firsthand accounts of 

staffing issues that affect patient care. 
 

Last month, we released a hard-hitting report, that summarized the 256-page notice of 

violation issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Health for issues related to 

staffing at Wilkes-Barre General.  
 

The report also spotlights the corporate dealings of Community Health Systems, based 

in Tennessee. Wilkes-Barre General Hospital has earned a total profit of $11 million 

in the last three years and top CHS executive salaries have nearly doubled over the 

same period, but the company is still violating state and federal health codes, putting 

profits over northeast Pennsylvania patients and our families. 

 

We also know our region's history of dealing with big industries like coal and textiles 

and how the owners only responded when northeast Pennsylvanians stuck together 

to demand a change. 

 

In the 21st century, we say, hospitals are not mines or factories. Our patients are not 

pieces of coal in a breaker or bolts of fabric in a mill. Nurses are trained clinical 

professionals, like doctors, who provide complex medical care that saves lives every 

day. Taking a cue from our past movements for change, we must advocate for respect, 

excellent patient care, and outstanding healthcare careers in our region.  
 

Our union is leading the way.  Please join us on Monday! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2229891053696156/
https://www.pasnap.com/blog/2018/12/11/wilkes-barre-general-rns-take-strike-authorization-vote-release-hospital-report

